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Afternoon at Chloe’s
Number six paintbrushes, wooden-handled: 
weil-water blue, a green like dying grass, 
white streaked with red.
We listen as she talks: 
depth of stroke, bounce light, 
suggested figures, the broken glass 
of her studio’s windows.
The faint smell of acrylics, turpentine, 
flowers, the city outside.
...all fading as I stare,
when she has finished talking,
not at Chloe’s painting
but at curls of hair over wide forehead,
white arms in sleeveless shirt,
cheeks and lips now poised,
illuminating, privately,
nothing in particular.
Roger Soffer
34
